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Short Account of a new Society 


for ſuppreſſing open Vice and Im- 


morality, &c. 


A BOUT the Year 1695, five or fix Perſons 
A united together in London, for this Purpoſe, 
Gop ſo bleſſed their Endeavours, that the 
Undertaking was ſoon ſpread far beyond the Limits 


of Great Britain, And the Good which was done 
thereby in a few-Years, was beyond all their Ex- 


pectations. But for ſome Years lat paſt, the Society 


for Reformation of Manners in London has been 


diſcontinued : Although never was there a louder 


Call than now, for their continuing to act with 
the utmoſt Vigour and Diligence : Whether we 
conſider the State of Publick Affairs on the one Hand, 


or the overflowing of all Ungodlincſs on the other, 


In particular, How notorious is the Profanation 


of the Lord's Day (the common Inlet to all other 
Vices) in all Parts of Great Britain, and more 
eſpecially in and about the Cities of London and 


Weſtminſter ? It was in Conſequence of this, that his 
Majeſty publiſhed his Royal Proclamation, in the 


Year 17 50, for the preventing and puniſhing of Vice, 
Profaneneſs and Immorality, particularly Profana- 

tion of the Lord's Day. And this was followed by a 
Proclamation of the Lord Mayor, ſtrictly charging 
all Conſtables, Church-Wardens, and other Officers, 


diligently to ſearch after ſuch as ſhould offend 
herein, and bring them before ſome Magiſtrate to 


be puniſhed according to their Demerits, But by 
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the Neglect of the ſaid Conſtables, Church-War- 
dens, and other Officers (whoſe Duty it is to put 
the Laws in Execution) thoſe Crimes are till com- 
mitted, to the great Scandal of Religion, as well 
as in Defiance of the Laws of the Realm, and Con- 
tempt of the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate, who 
beareth not the Sword of Juſtice in vain,  _ 
One of the Crimes there particularly recited was, 
« The profaning the Lord's Day, by ufing any 
Sports, or Paſtimes, by Tradeſmen exerciſing the 
Works of their ordinary Callings, or publickly 


: expoling to Sale any Wares or Merchandizes, or 


Vintners, Alehouſe- keepers, Inn-keepers or Coffee- 
houſes, by entertaining Company in their Houſes 


on that Day,” 


The Proclamation. adds, And this Court doth 
defire and require all the Inhabitants of this City, 
to aid and aſſiſt in diſcovering, and apprehending 
all ſuch Perſons as ſhall offend herein: And if any 
Conſtable, or other Officer negle& the Duty of his 
Office, forthwith to give Notice of his Name, to 
ſome Magiſtrate, that he may be puniſhed, as 


the Law directs.“ 


Several Perſons are determined, by the Grace 
of God, to do what is here ſo earneſtly deſired, 


and required of them: Namely, to aid and aſſiſt 


in diſcovering, and bringing to Juſtice, all that 
in any of theſe Ways profane the Lord's Day. 


And they invite all of every Denomination of 
Chriſtians, who have any Zeal for the Honour of 
God, who are unwilling to have their Children, or 
other Relations, their Friends and Servants cor- 
rupted, who have any Love to their Country, and 
would, by removing a National Guilt, prevent Na- 
tional Judgments, to join with them in ſo laudable 
an Undertaking : That our Streets may ceaſe to be 
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turned into Sunday Fruit- Markets, and our Ale- 
houſes no more be made publick Nufances, Nurſaries 
of Vice, and Schools to train up the Common Peo- 
ple for the Galows. Then ſhould we ſee induſtrious 
and faithful Apprentices, ſober Journeymen, and 1 
honeſt Servants; our Work-houſes thinner, and out 
Churches fuller; and in Conſequenceof this, one 
third of the Poor's Rate, and other Expences, with 
which every Pariſh is, at preſent, burthened, to 
the great Eaſe of the Inhabitants thereof. 


An Abſtract of the Acts of Parliament, re- 
lating to Publick Houſes, and the Ob- 
ſervation of the Loxp's Day, 
Anno primo Jacobi Regis. cap. 9. 

F :ny Inn-keeper, Victualler, or Alehouſe- 
| keeper, permit or ſuffer any Perſon or Per- 
ſons, dwelling in any City, Town, Village, or Ham- 
Tet, wherein any ſuch Inn or Alehouſe is, to re- 
main drinking therein, other than ſuch as ſhall 
be invited by any Traveller, and ſhall accompany |= 
him, during his neceſſary Abode there, and other tan 
labouring and handicrafts Men, upon working Days, 
for one Hour at Dinner-time to take their Diet: 


And others than Labourers and Workmen, who 

for the following their Work, ſojourn, lodge, or 

| victual there: That every ſuch Inn- keeper, Victualer 
or Alehouſe-keeper, ſhall forfeit 10 s. to the Uſe 4 5 
| of the Poor of the Pariſh, for every ſuch Offene, 


proved by the Oath of two Witneſſes, taken before 
any Juſtice of the Peace. 5 

By an Act, Anno Quarto Jac. Regis, cap. 9. 
Every Perſon who ſhall be drunk, is to pay 58. 
to the Church-Wardens, for the Uſe of the Poor, 
which is to be levied by the Conſtables, under 
the Penalty of 10s. If any Perſon be a ſecond 


PT 
Time convicted of Drunkenneſs, he ſhall be bound 
to his good Behaviour, with two Sureties. And 
every Perſon who ſhall continue above an Hour, 
drinking in an Inn, Victualling - houſe, or Ale- 
houſe, in the ſame Town, Village, or Hamlet he 
dwells in, ſhall forfeit 3 8. and 4d. to the Poor. 
Anno Septimo Jacobi Regis. An Act for Re- 
forma don of Alehouſe-keepers. If any Alehou ſe- 
keeper be convicted of any Offence committed 
againſt either of the preceding Act, he ſhall for 
three Years, next enſuing, be diſabled from keep- 
ing any Inn or Alehouſe, DR 
Anno Viceſimo Primo Jac. Regis, Cap. 7. 
Where Two Witneſſes were required by the for- 
mer Act, this makes One ſufficient : Or the volun- 
tary Confeſſion of the Offender, If any Perſon, 
whereſoever his Habitation is, be convicted of Tip- 
ling in any Inn, Victualing-houſe, or Alehouſe, he 
ſhall be adjudged to be within the former Statute, 
as if he had dwelt where the Inn or Alehouſe was. 
Buy an Act, Anno primo Car, I. Cap. 4. All 
Keepers of Taverns, and ſuch as ſell Wine or 
Victuals in their Houſes, are adjudged to be within 
the former Statutes. 
Anno Viceſimo nono Carol. Secundi, Cap. 7. 
An Act for the better Obſervation of the LORD's 
DAY. All Perſons ſhall obſerve every Lord's 
Day, by exerciſing themſelves thereon in the Duties 
of Piety, publickly and privately, No Tradeſmen, 
Artificer, Workmen, Labourer, or other Perſon 
whatſoever, ſhall do any worldly Labour, Buſineſs, 
or Work, of their ordinary Calling, upon the Lord's 
Day, or any Part thereof, Every Perſon offending 
herein, ſhall, for every Offence, forfeit 5s. And 
No Perſon whatſoever, ſhall publickly cry, ſhew 
forth, or expoſe to ſale, any Wares, Merchan- 
Sizes, Fruits, Herbs, Goods, or Chattles whatſoever, 
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on pain of forſeiting the ſaid Goods, ſo cried, or 


expoſed to ſale. No Drawer, Horſe-courler, Wag- 


goner, Butcher, Higler, or any of their Servants, 


| ſhall travel, or come to their Inn or Lodging, on 


the Lord's Day, on pain of forfeiting 20s. Con- 
victions are to be by One Witneſs, within ten 
Days ; the Penalties to be levied by Diſtreſs. 


The Society meets in Sr. Sepulchre's eſt. 


Room, near the Church, on Monday e at 
Six O'Clock preciſely. 


— 
A Word to a CONSTABLE. 


* levying of Penalties, Execution of Warrants, 
&c. and are bound, on Oath, wherein you have 


promiſed the Almighty, in theſe awful Words, 


SIR, 


89 helþ me GOD, to perform your Office, 


To levy the Penalty of 38. and 4 d. (by 1 Car. 1, 


. 1. ) for Sports and Paſtimes on the Lord's Day; 


that of 20s. upon Carriers, Waggoners, Drovers, 
&c. travelling; and 6s. and 8 d. (3 Car. 1. c. 1 ) 


upon Butchers, killing or ſelling Meat upon that 


Day; and of 5 s. on ſuch as exerciſe their Trade, 


or any other worldly Labour thereon. 29 Car. 2. c. 7. 


To levy the Penalty on profane Curſing and Swear- 
ing. And to receive from the Offender (or Con- 


ſtable) the 3 s. and 4 d. for Tippling, to the Uſe of 


the Near. 4 Jac. Lo bo To: 


1 
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OU as a Conſtable are concerned in the 
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So ſoon as any Warrant comes to your Hands 
for the Puniſhment of an Offender, you are to 
execute it duly, without Tricks or needleſs Delays, 
and according to the ſtrict and literal Tenor of 
your Precept. Your Precept tells you, you ſhall 
demand ſuch a Sum as the Penalty by Law a- 
mounts to, and if the Offender will not pay, you 
are to /evy it by Diſtreſs and Sale of his Goods; 
and if NO Diſtreſs can be taten, (if he really 
have nothing to diſtrain upon) you are then to ſet 
him in the Stocks for ſo long as the Warrant appoints. 
If therefore the Offender have any thing that you 
can diſtrain, your ſetting him in the Stocks is but 
a falſe Impriſonment (for your Warrrant gives you 
no Authority in that Caſe to puniſh him in ſuch a 
Manner ; however, it is no Execution of your 
Warrant, Neither muſt you after Payment, return 
the Money again (or any part of it) to the Offender, 
for this is Robbing the Poor, to whom the Law 
has given the Penalty and every Farthing of it 
it is acting contrary to your Warrant; tis either not 
Puniſbing the Offender at all, or taking upon you 
to /efſen his Puniſhment, of which the Law has 
not made you a Judge, but only a Miniſterial 
Officer. If for giving the Money back again you 
plead, that the Offender himſelf is Poor; yet be- 
cauſe ſuch a Management would certainly not an- 
ſwer the End of the Law, which is, to puniſh 
him by the Payment of ſo much Money, neither 
more nor leſs, for ſuch an Offence you cannot 
juſtify your Diſobedience to the Law by you illegal 
and impertinent Charity to the Offender : He is 
not to have it. Conſider, how you will anſwer 
It at the Day of Judgment, if when good Laws 
are put in Execution by the Magiſtrate for the 
Suppreſſion of Vice and Profaneneſs, q do your 
ee eee 5 utmoſt 
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utmoſt to diſcourage and perplex that Execution of 
them which is entruſted upon your Oath with you, 
and thereby prevent, as much as in you lies, the 
Effect of thoſe Laws, and the Reformation of Offen- 
ders, diſappoint the Wiſhes and Fndeavours of all 
goood Men, and contribute to ſupport and ſtreng- 
then Vice, by defeating the puniſhment it ought to 
undergo, 1 nd 3 

And now, having fully and fairly repreſented to 
you the Nature of your Truſt and Office, give me 
leave to exp:ſtulate a little with you. 


Tho! Perjury be a Horrid Sin, yet horrid as it is, | 
"tis one of the ' moſt prevailing Sins in England, 
How many Thouſand Perſons have we every Year 
Forſworr in Pariſh Offices, as to thoſe pa ticulars 
which J have ſhewn to be their Duty towards tlie 

Punſhiment of Vice. The moſt of them, I am 
afraid, look upon their Oaths as things of Courſe, 
and little to be regarded; if we may judge by _ 
their Practice: For it is plain, they do not act as if 
they thought themſelves under any Obligation from 

them. But, can there be any thing in the World | 
| 
| 


more ſacred than an OATH ? Is it not a folemn 
Appeal to G O D for your Sincerity in what you 
promiſe ? And is not that Appeal an Acknowledg- 
ment that he will puniſh Falſhood ? Nay further, 
is it not a calling down the Curſe and Vengeance | 
of Gop upon yourſelves if you be falſe ? Do you | 
not, by laying your Hand upon the Goſpels, declare 
in effect, that you hope for no Salvation by Chriſt, | 

if you perform not, to the beſt of your Power, | 
what you then promiſe ? And do not the Words, 
So help you God, ſufficiently prove, that the Inten- 
tion of your Oath is ſo; and that you are to ex- 
ct no Mercy or Favour from Gop, either in this 
World or the next, if you do not anſwer the 2 
F _ When! 


